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On Dec. 2, deputy foreign minister Javier Barros Valero announced that the government will punish
any subsdiaries of foreign firms in Mexico that comply with the new US trade restriction against
Cuba, known as the Torricelli Law. The US measure is aimed at closing a loophole in the 30-year-old
embargo against Havana by banning foreign subsidiaries of US companies from dealing with Cuba.
Until October, such companies were exempt from a US trade embargo against Cuba. According
to Barros Valero, the government has not determined what type of sanction to apply against the
violators. He reiterated that only Mexican legislation can regulate the affairs of companies doing
business in Mexican territory. The government's latest move could affect the Maria Isabel Sheraton
Hotel in Mexico City, which recently cancelled a contract with Cuba's National Tourism Institute
(Instituto Nacional de Turismo de Cuba), citing the Torricelli Law as its reason. (Sources: La Jornada,
Spanish news service EFE, 12/02/92)
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